


LL. FERGUSON. 





Holding secret meeting at deserted quarry near Chambersburg, Pa., John Brown outlines plans for Harpers Ferry raid to Frederick Douglass (r., standing), top Negro leader of 
day. Shields Green (1., standing), fugitive slave, also attended meeting. Douglass told Brown that raid would end in disaster. Green was one of four Negroes in raiding party. 


PIONEERS IN PROTEST: 


BY LERONE BENNETT JR. 


JOHN BROWN: God's Angry Man 


First white martyr to die for Negro freedom was called a ‘19th century Christ’ 


I would sing how an old man, tall, with white hair, 
mounted the scaffold in Virginia 
(I was at hand, silent I stood with teeth shut close, I watch’d, 
I stood very near you old man when cool and indifferent, 
but trembling with age and your unheal’d wounds 
you mounted the scaffold) 
—Walt Whitman 


OMETHING in the face, something in the eyes—something threat- 
ening, something equivocal, something terrible—set him apart from 
other men. 

Passing him in the streets, strangers turned for another look. Talking 
to him in a room, friends recoiled in anxiety from the raging fire of 
what has been called “the most alarming eyes in American history.” 

Some men said he was mad. 

Some men said he was a fool. 

But some men said he was a saint. 

Abraham Lincoln called him a misguided fanatic. Jefferson Davis 
called him a bloodthirsty murderer. But Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
Harriet Tubman and Henry David Thoreau said he was a nineteenth 
century Christ. 

Fool or fanatic, madman or prophet, devil or saint: with such words 
friends and foes tried to capture the transcendent spirit of John Brown, 


a terrible-visaged old white man who believed he was ordained by 
God to suffer and to die for the freedom of black men. 

Indifferent to both praise and blame, possessed by the idea that he 
had “a letter of marque from God” to destroy slavery by whatever 
means necessary, blind to color, scornful of status and contemptuous of 
reformers who fought only with words, John Brown made himself the 
most controversial figure in American history by saying in action that 
“to recognize an evil and not to strike it” was the highest evil. “Talk! 
Talk! Talk!” he said derisively of Negro and white reformers, adding 
that “whenever there is a right to be done, there is a ‘thus saith the 
Lord’ that it shall be done.” 

So believing, so saying, John Brown threw himself with a bloody 
sprawl against the organized power of slavery in a desperate attempt 
to wrench history out of its orbit. With God and with 21 men, five 
Negroes and sixteen whites, he invaded the state of Virginia, captured 
the town of Harpers Ferry, seized the U.S. arsenal and freed some fifty 
slaves. Defeated finally, captured and caged, he bedazzled America 
with a demonstration of faith and fortitude that melted the hearts of 
enemies and friends. Then, sure that death would serve his cause, he 
went, cool and indifferent, to the gallows. With this series of acts, John 
Brown shattered the dam cf words that had held back the turbulent 
emotions behind the words “slave” and “Negro.” With this series of acts, 
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Making last stand, John Brown and men fight U. 8. Marine detachment under command of Col. Robert E. Lee. Marines smashed into engine house at Harpers Ferry on Oct. 18, 
1859, captured Brown and his followers, Raid caused national furor. During ensuing controversy, thousands of troops were massed in areas near Harpers Ferry, Charlestown. 


GOD’S ANGRY MAN Continued 
he created, almost singlehandedly, the inflamed emotional climate that 
led to a Civil War. 

More than any other individual, John Brown was responsible for 
forcing the issue of Negro emancipation. More than any other white 
man, more even than any American Negro leader, this old white man 
was consumed, literally consumed, by the idea of Negro freedom, “His 
zeal in the cause of freedom,” Frederick Douglass said, “was infinitely 
superior to mine. Mine was as the taper light; his was as the burning 
sun. Mine was bounded by time; his stretched away to the silent shores 
of eternity. I could speak for the slave; John Brown could fight for the 
slave. I could live for the slave; John Brown could die for the slave.” 

How explain this? 

How explain a man who was willing to give for Negroes what some 
Negroes were not willing to give for themselves? 

How explain a man who was a pacifist at 20, a hard-headed business- 
man at 40, a terrorist at 56, and a revolutionary at 59? 

The answer, of course, is that the man cannot be explained except 
by reference to the totality of his life. Behind John Brown’s indignation 
there lay a long and relevant experience. In fact, it can be said that 
his whole life before 1859 was, in a sense, a gestation period for the 
birth he gave to himself in the fire and fury of Harpers Ferry. 

The road to Harpers Ferry began far to the north in Torrington, 
Connecticut, where John Brown was born on May 9, 1800, to Owen 
Brown, “a poor but respectable farmer,” and Ruth Mills Brown. As a 
child, John Brown was steeled in what he called the “school of adver- 
sity.” From the beginning, the young boy was embroiled in a never- 
ending struggle with nature and with man’s fate. The Puritan world 
into which he was born and by which he was moulded was a world of 
struggle with and against God, the flesh, and the devil. Early, John 
Brown went to the fields, driving cattle, tending flock, doing the work 
of a man in a man’s world; even earlier, before he could understand 
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its meaning, he came to know the deeply rooted shadows on the 
Puritan soul. When he was five, the family moved to Hudson, Ohio, 
then one of the most remote areas in America. There, under the omni- 
present shadow of the red man, John Brown spent his formative years, 
tramping barefoot in “buckskin breeches” across the fields and forests, 
spending as much time “as was consistent with good manners” in the 
Indian settlements. There, also, John Brown came under the influence 
of the black man, watching, wide-eyed and with beating heart, as his 
father, an ardent abolitionist, slipped Negro slaves through the com- 
munity on the Underground Railroad. Through the red man, and the 
black, the future rebel experienced early the tragic and titanic split in 
the Puritan psyche. And he took upon himself in a uniquely personal 
and uniquely terrible way the sins and guilt of his people. 

He was barely 12 when the cause, when his cause, seized him. By 
that time, he was mature beyond his years. So steady of eye and nerve 
was he that his father habitually entrusted him with the demanding 
job of driving cattle hundreds of miles to market. On one of these 
trips, the 12-year-old boy stayed for a spell at the home of a business- 
man who owned a young slave who was “very active, intelligent, & 
good feeling.” Young John Brown and the slave became fast friends, 
but the slave’s master seized every opportunity to emphasize the differ- 
ences in their statuses. John Brown said later that the man “made a great 
pet of” him, “brought him to table with his first company; & friends; 
called their attention to every little smart thing he said or did: & to the 
fact of his being more than a hundred miles from home with a company 
of cattle alone; while the Negro boy (who was fully if not more than 
his equal) was badly clothed, poorly fed; & lodged in cold weather: 
& beaten before his eyes with Iron Shovels or any other thing that came 
first to hand.” Looking, listening, weighing, John Brown began to re- 
flect on the “wretched, hopeless condition, of fatherless and motherless 
slave children. . . .” And he asked himself: “Is God their father?” There 
could only be one answer to that question for the intense, Bible- 
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oriented son of Owen Brown, and Owen Brown’s son did not shrink 
from the implications of that answer. John Brown said later that he 
immediately became “a most determined abolitionist” and swore 
“Eternal war with slavery.” 

John Brown the boy prefigured John Brown the revolutionary in 
more ways than one. Even as a child, he demonstrated unusual interest 
in the Bible; and although he was an indifferent student who spent very 
little time in school, he read the Bible, especially the Old Testament, 
with a vengeance. And with him reading and knowing were roads to 
doing. One of the keys to his later life is that fact that he decided quite 
early that he was going to be a Christian in this world. At one point, in 
fact, he entered a college in Plainfield, Massachusetts, to prepare for 
the ministry. But an inflammation of the eyes forced him to give up 
that ambition, 

This was the first in a series of extraordinary “failures” that led step 
by step to his ultimate triumph. Resigning himself to his fate, accept- 
ing. as he put it, God’s will, he returned home and began working in 
his father’s tannery. Not long after that he married Dianthe Lusk, the 
plain, pious daughter of a local widow. Six years later, in 1826, the 
young couple moved to Randolph (now New Richmond), Pennsyl- 
vania, with their three children. 

With his first marriage, the metamorphosis of John Brown began. He 
was at that point a prime example of the Puritan pioneer. Thin, spare, 
dour, “built for times of trouble.” he presented a picture of single- 


followed a series of crushing blows that would have destroyed a lesser 
man. The depression of 1837 wiped him out financially. Five years 
later, in 1842, he was forced into bankruptcy. The next year, in Sep- 
tember, four of his children died within a single week in a dysentery 
epidemic. 

Like some modern Job, John Brown stumbled in the forties from 
disaster to disaster. How did he respond to these years of trial and 
tribulation? What did he do? What did he say? John Brown said the 
Lord had given and the Lord had taken away. “Blessed,” he said in a 
letter of condolence to a member of his family—“Blessed be his great 
and holy name forever.” 

In the seven-year period between 1837 and 1844, John Brown tried 
hard to recoup his fortunes. He tanned hides, bred race horses, raised 
sheep, bought and sold cattle. Then, from 1844 to 1851, he was a wool 
merchant, operating from Akron, Ohio, and Springfield, Massachusetts. 
When this venture collapsed in 1854, John Brown turned his back on 
the business world with what seemed to be real relief. 

Throughout the preceding years of business crises, John Brown the 
man had been struggling with John Brown the revolutionary, It can be 
said in fact that John Brown’s repeated business reverses were reflec- 
tions of the fact that John Brown’s real business was not business. It is 
not possible to say with precision how long John Brown had known 
this. But there are indications that the idea that crowned his life 
possessed him in the early thirties and grew until it blotted out all other 
interests and considerations. Even as a businessman, he went out of 





Brown and his aide are guarded by Marine. One of Negro participants in raid escaped; 
two Negroes were killed and two were captured with Brown who was hanged on 
December 2, 1859. Brown intended to free slaves and fight guerilla war in mountains. 


minded determination that drew other men to him. There was some- 
thing categorical, something demanding, in the posture of this grim- 
mouthed young man; and then and later men found it easier to obey 
him than to refuse him. 

In his personal habits, Brown was abstemious, even severe, regarding 
butter as a luxury of a frivolous civilization. At the sparsely-furnished 
Brown home, days began and ended with prayer and Sunday was a 
day of total and complete concentration on the affairs of the Lord. In 
the family circle, Brown was, by all accounts. stern and dictatorial. 
(He had, in all, twenty children, only eight of whom lived to maturity. ) 
As Du Bois observed, his word was not only law but wish to members 
of his family. Though he was habitually stern, dominating his children 
by will power and a generous use of straps, he also possessed a para- 
doxical streak of feminine gentleness. It was he who walked the floor 
at night with sick children. It was he who nursed his wife night and 
day during bouts of illness. 

John Brown’s personal qualities made him a community leader in 
Randolph where he cleared 25-acres of land, built a tannery and a 
barn which had a cleverly concealed room for the use of fugitive slaves. 
Brown also took the lead in organizing a church, a school, and post- 
office. By 1831, he was a successful cattle breeder who employed as 
many as fifteen men in his tannery. 

The young businessman moved now by successive phases, and 
successive failures, to what he called the “greatest or principal object” 
of his life—the destruction of slavery. In 1831, his first wife died a few 
hours after the death of a newly-born infant. He remarried in 1832 
and moved, in 1835, to Franklin Mills (now Kent), Ohio. There now 
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Arraigned in court, Brown and Negro and white followers were forced to stand, despite 
their wounds. Brown and men were charged with treason, murder and conspiring 
with slaves to rebel. Negroes were Shields Green and John A. Copeland, a freed man. 


his way to champion the cause of Negroes, hiding fugitive slaves in his 
warehouses and in his various homes, alienating friends and customers 
by his bare-boned attacks on bigotry in the church and other centers 
of power. Wherever he went, wherever he stopped, he sought out 
Negroes, visited their homes and invited them to his home. When, in 
1839, a Negro minister named Fayette visited his home in Franklin, 
Ohio, he used the occasion to bind members of his family in a blood 
oath against slavery. John Brown Jr., recalled that his father first 
emphasized “his determination to make war on slavery. . . . He asked 
who of us were willing to make common cause with him in doing all in 
our power to ‘break the jaws of the wicked and pluck the spoil out of 
his teeth, naming each of us in succession, Are you, Mary, John, Jason, 
and Owen?.” 

Receiving affirmative answers from each member of his family, John 
Brown and Rey. Fayette, the Negro preacher, knelt on the floor and 
gave a sacred oath to God. “After prayer,” John Brown Jr., continued, 
“(father] asked us to raise our right hands, and he then administered 
to us an oath, the exact terms of which I cannot recall, but in substance 
it bound us to secrecy and devotion to the purpose of fighting slavery 
by force and arms to the extent of our ability.” 

As the years wore on, John Brown’s understanding of his mission 
widened and deepened. In the 1840s, during a protracted stay in 
Springfield, Mass., he branched out as a counsellor and advisor of 
radical Negro leaders. By that time, John Brown was in reality two 
men: the respectable merchant who moved on the fringes of the power 
structure and the burgeoning revolutionary who urged Negroes to 
trust in God and keep their powder dry. 
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Gradually, under the impact of events, the revolutionary pushed the 
businessman into the shade. As a young man, John Brown had prac- 
ticed pacifism and had refused to bear arms in war or peace. Now he 
became convinced that it was necessary to use the tools of the strong 
in order to protect the weak. He pressed this point on every Negro 
leader he could find, telling them that moral suasion would never end 
slavery and that speeches and pretty words were worse than useless, 

Negro leaders like Henry Highland Garnet and J. W. Loguen heeded 
John Brown’s words because they perceived in him a kindred spirit. 
Brown possessed that rare gift of complete and total empathy. He did 
not approach Negroes as a sympathetic outsider; he approached them 
as a man who shared and participated in their suffering. “I have talked 
with many men,” Frederick Douglass said, “but I remember none, who 
seemed so deeply excited upon the subject of slavery as he. He would 
walk the room in agitation at mention of the word.” 

It was this quality of experienced anguish that made John Brown 
a favorite with Douglass and other Negro leaders. When Douglass met 
Brown for the first time in 1847, the white rebel had already set his 
face toward the New Jerusalem which burned in his mind. “He was 
not averse,” Dougless reported, “to the shedding of blood, and thought 
the practice of carrying arms would be a good one for the colored 
people to adopt, as it would give them a sense of manhood. No people 
he said could have self-respect or be respected who would not fight 
for their freedom. . . ” 

It would appear from Douglass’ account that the main outlines of 
the Harpers Ferry Raid were firm in-Brown’s mind at least twelve years 
before the fact. He was not yet free, however, to give the plan his full 
attention, for he was still a highly-respected member of the business 
community. And yet, in his spare time, he continued to push toward 
his goal. Events in the outer world reinforced his determination. Year 
by year, the slave power continued to improve its position and its 
strength in the national government. Dramatic indication of this was 
passage in 1850 of a Fugitive Slave Bill which imperiled the lives and 
liberty of all Negro Americans. 

Casting caution aside, Brown, now made his first practical step on the 
road to Harpers Ferry. In 1851, four years after the Douglass visit, he 
organized The League of Gileadites, a semi-military organization, 
among the free Negroes of Springfield, Mass. The “Agreement” of the 
organization, which was drawn up by John Brown, bound members to 
“provide [themselves] at once with suitable implements, and [to] aid 
those who do not possess the means, if any such are disposed to join 
us.” According to the “Agreement,” the duty “of the aged, infirm, and 
young members of the League shall be to give instant notice to all 
members in case of an attack upon any of our people.” John Brown 
himself added a word of advice. “Nothing,” he said, “so charms the 
American people as personal bravery. . . . The trial for life of one bold 
and to some extent successful man, for defending his rights in good 
earnest, would arouse more sympathy throughout the nation than the 
accumulated wrongs and sufferings of more than three millions of 
our submissive colored population.” 

With the collapse of his last business venture in 1854, John Brown 
was free to give his every waking hour to his rapidly-expanding plans 
for “close-quarter” resistance to slavery. Moving his family to North 
Elba, New York, he cut all ties to the business world and moved out 
into the deeps as a full-time rebel. At that precise moment, the passage 
of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill gave him an instrument which he used 
to project himself into the national spotlight. This bill provided that 
the Kansas territory would enter the union as a slave or free state 
depending on the votes of the citizens of the territory. What this 
meant as a practical matter was that the prize would go to the side that 
could mass the strongest force in the shortest amount of time. Since 
both anti-slavery and pro slavery forces considered Kansas essential 
to the ultimate triumph of their cause, both sides rushed men and arms 
to the territory in an effort to gain leverage for the forthcoming struggle 
at the polls. 

As the struggle widened, with a revolting series of assassinations, 
sackings, and burnings, John Brown and several of his sons rushed to 
the scene, Within a short time, Brown was one of the best-known of 
the “free state” guerilla leaders. Grim, unsmiling, he preached a no- 
quarters doctrine of an “eye for an eye.” After proslavery forces seized 
the initiative with a series of slayings and the burning and sacking of 
Lawrence, the anti-slavery center, Brown organized a retaliatory raid. 
At midnight, on May 23, 1856, men under Brown’s command seized five 
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proslavery men and slew them. Although Brown did not personally 
kill any of the men, the Pottawatomie killings, as they were called, are 
generally regarded as a dark blot on his record. 

In Kansas, however, and, in Virginia, Brown acted on the 
theory that slavery was war. What he saw in Kansas and what he 
experienced there convinced him that drastic action was necessary to 
prevent the total triumph of the slave power. “Once,” he said, “ 
three mutilated bodies [in Kansas]; two were dead and one still lived, 
but was riddled with twenty bullet holes and buck-shot holes; the two 
murdered men had been lying eighteen hours on the ground, a prey 
to the flies. One of these young men was my own son.” 

Then and later, Brown denied that he was motivated by ideas of 
personal vengeance, and the weight of evidence supports this. Almost 
all responsible historians agree on one fact: John Brown was prepared 
to give not only one son, but himself and, if necessary, his whole family 
to the cause which dominated his life, 

After Kansas, Brown was convinced that it was necessary to “take 
the war into Africa.” Resolving to go on the offensive, he returned East 
to sound the emotional climate. In Boston and New York, he conferred 
with Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Theodore Parker, Gerrit Smith 
and other highly-placed abolitionists. Satisfied, he returned to Kansas 
and recruited a cadre of nine white men and one Negro. To this group, 
he outlined his plans for an attack in the Harpers Ferry area. He also 
told them that “God had created him to be the deliverer of slaves the 
same as Moses had delivered the children of Israel.” 

Establishing his cadre in a Quaker sanctuary in Springdale, Iowa, 
Brown hurried East in January, 1858, to recruit men and money for 
the crowning event of his life. He turned first to Negro leaders, staying 
several weeks in the home of Frederick Douglass in Rochester, moving 
on later to the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. N. Gloucester in Brooklyn and 
the home of Stephen Smith in Philadelphia. Then, after a conference 
with his white backers, he hurried to Canada to scout the burgeoning 
Negro settlements, In St. Catharines, he met Harriet Tubman whom 
he regarded as “the most of a man, naturally, that I ever met.” Harriet 
Tubman, who ever afterwards regarded John Brown as the emanci- 
pator of the Negro, helped Brown plan his mountain campaign and 
gave him information on secret routes and hiding places in the Mary- 
land-Virginia-Delaware area. Convinced that there was “abundant 
material” (Negro recruits) in Canada for his purpose, he called 
general convention for Chatham, Canada, and returned to Springdale, 
Iowa, for his cadre. The convention opened on May 8, 1858, with 11 
white men and 35 Negroes in attendance. With the Rev. William C. 
Munroe, Negro pastor of a Detroit church, in the chair, the convention 
speedily approved a plan for a revolutionary attack on the slave system 
of Virginia. A constitution, drafted by John Brown, was approved for 
government the liberated and John Brown was elected 
commander-in-chief. 

John Brown planned apparently to move from the convention to the 
assault on Harpers Ferry. But at that moment a defector leaked details 
of the plan to several politicians and community leaders. Brown’s white 
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backers, terrified, insisted that the raid be postponed. Reluctantly, 
Brown gave in and dispersed his men. Several of his men drifted to 
Ohio and other midwestern areas, but one, John E. Cook, went to 
Harpers Ferry to scout the terrain. Cook got a job as a locktender on 
the canal, married a local girl, and settled down to await the arrival of 
John Brown. 

~ Brown himself was not idle. Returning to Kansas, he participated in 
several guerilla campaigns. In December, 1858, he staged a Harpers 
Ferry rehearsal, invading Missouri and freeing eleven Negro slaves. 
With a price on his head and a posse in hot pursuit, he led the slaves 
across Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, and Michigan, depositing them finally 
in Canada after a 1,100-mile trip. 

Refreshed by this interlude, Brown turned his face toward Harpers | 
Ferry. In July, 1858, Brown, accompanied by two of his sons, appeared 
in the Harpers Ferry area. He said his name was Isaac Smith and that | 
he was looking for a place to settle down. A townsman suggested the 
Kennedy Farm which was about six miles from Harpers Ferry in Mary- 
land. Finding the farm appropriate for his purposes, John Brown 
rented it and sent out calls for his men. It proved inordinately difficult, 
however, to revive interest in the project. The postponement had 
dampened the enthusiasm of some white rebels and had led some 
Negro rebels to question Brown’s determination and resoluteness. 

Brown planned apparently to make a blitzkrieg attack on Harpers 
Ferry to startle the national conscience and to retreat to the mountains, 
freeing slaves and establishing guerilla footholds as he went. In order 
for the second phase of his plan to work, Brown needed, or believed 
he needed, a national Negro leader. It was extremely unlikely, as 
Brown knew, that slaves would flock to the banner of a white man 
who was unknown. 

With that difficulty in mind, Brown sent an SOS call to Frederick 


Douglass. the major Negro leader of the day. The two men, along with 





Shields Green, a fugitive slave, and John H. Kagi, Brown’s aide, met 
on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 16-17, in a deserted quarry near 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Douglass was aware of the bare outlines | 
of the plan, but he did not know that Brown intended to attack a U.S. 
arsenal. When this became clear to him, he indicated in no uncertain 
terms that he could not and would not endorse or participate in the 
raid. The two men argued for hours. Brown begged Douglass to accom- | 
pany him, saying: “Come with me, Douglass. I will protect you with 
my life. When the bees begin to swarm, I'll need you to hive them.” 
But Douglass was impervious to such pleas for he considered Brown’s 
new plan not only dangerous but provocative. After long hours of 
haggling, the two men parted, never to meet again. As Douglass was | 
leaving, he asked Shields Green, his friend and traveling companion, 
if he were ready to go. Green, a tough, wiry man who had escaped 
from slavery in South Carolina, stood silent for a moment weighing the 
men and their motives. He looked from the cool, practical and deter- 
mined Douglass to the fiery, impractical and determined Brown, from 
the young Negro leader to the old white leader. Then he said, quietly: 
“T believe I go wid de old man.” Later, when John Brown was sur- 
rounded, Green had a chance to escape. A white man, a friend of John | 
Brown, suggested flight, but Shields Green said: “I believe I go down 
wid de old man.” And go he did, into the fray, onto the gallows, and 
into the grave. 

Saddened by his inability to convince Douglass but heartened by 
the blind faith of Shields Green and four other Negroes, John Brown 
returned to the Kennedy Farm to make preparations for the raid. By 
late September, most of his ill-starred crew were secreted in the attic of 
the farm. The group included two of John Brown’s sons, Oliver and 
Owen, Shields Green and four other Negroes: John Anthony Copeland, 
Jr., 24, a free Negro of Oberlin, Ohio; Osborn Perry Anderson, 29, a 
printer who met John Brown in Canada; Lewis Sheridan Leary, 24, a 
free Negro of Oberlin; and Dangerfield Newby, 44, of Fauquier | 
County, Virginia. Newby, a slave who had been given his freedom, 
had a wife and baby in slavery about thirty miles from Harpers Ferry. 
As late as August 16, his wife had begged him to buy her and the 
baby who had just “commenced to crawl” as soon as possible, “for 
if you do not get me somebody else will. Oh, Dear Dangerfield,” she 
concluded, “come this fall without fail, money or no money I want to 
see you so much; that is one bright hope I have before me.” 

All of John Brown’s men, Negro and white, were creatures of hope 





and indignation. Poets, dreamers, rebels, romantics: all—Negro and 
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GOD’S ANGRY MAN Continued 

white—were willing to risk everything on one desperate roll of the 
dice. And all made their way to Kennedy Farm because of their faith 
in one white-haired old man. Osborne Anderson said as much in his 


book, A Voice From Harpers Ferry. “There was no milk and water 


working in his cause; the pulsations of each and every heart beat in 
harmony for the suffering and pleading slave. I thank God that I have 
been permitted to realize to its furthest, fullest extent, the moral, 
mental, physical, social harmony of an anti-slavery family, carrying 
out to the letter the principles of its antitype, the anti-slavery 
cause...” 

As D-Day drew near, pressures began to build up in John Brown’s 
| house. Neighbors were growing increasingly suspicious about activities 
at the house. It was noticed that “Isaac Smith,” as John Brown called 
himself, did little real work. Even more suspicious were the large and 
mysterious crates which arrived at the farm at periodic intervals. 

Almost all of the neighbors made furtive attempts to pry open the 
secret of Kennedy Farm. But “Isaac Smith” repelled intimacy, never 
entering anyone else’s house and never inviting anyone into his. One 
| neighbor, however, was insistent, calling at all hours of the day and 
night and barging into the house without knocking. One day she 
| walked into the house and caught several of the men, including Shields 
Green, downstairs. Although she said nothing, John Brown realized 
that the fuse was growing short. Abruptly, he announced that the raid 
would begin on October 16, eight days ahead of schedule. The change 
in plans made it impossible for several men, Negro and white, to reach 
| the scene; but time was of the essence now and John Brown did not 
intend to be cheated out of his prize. 

On Sunday, October 16, Brown rose earlier than usual and called 
| his men to worship. “He read a chapter from the Bible.” Anderson 
| reported, “applicable to the condition of the slave, and our duty as their 
brethren, and then offered up a fervent prayer to God to assist in the 
| liberation of the bondsmen in that slaveholding land.” After service, a 
| council of war was held with O. P. Anderson, the Negro-rebel, pre- 
| siding. That afternoon final orders were given and that®night, just 
before departing, John Brown said: “And now, gentlemen, let me 








| impress this one thing upon your minds. You all know how.dear life is 
| to you, and how dear life is to your friends. And in remembering that 
consider that the lives of others are as dear to them as yours are to you. 
| Do not, therefore, take the life of any one, if you can possibly avoid it; 
but if it is necessary to take life in order to save your own, then make 
sure work of it.” 

With that final admonition, the men gathered their weapons and 
started down the road to Harpers Ferry. a thumb of land on the left 
bank of the Potomac at the confluence of the Shenandoah and Potomac 
Rivers. The invading “army” approached the Ferry from the Maryland 
side, Brown leading in a one-horse wagon, followed by eighteen men 


men, were left at the farm as a rearguard. 





During trial, Brown lay on cot in courtroom, He is pictured here with his lawyer. 
After the raid, panic seized large sections of South. Abortive attempts were made 





sentimentality,” he said, “no offensive contempt for the Negro, while 










marching two by two, guns at the ready. The rest of the party, three | 





to arrest Frederick Douglass and others suspected of complicity in Brown plot. 


LIGHTER, 
BRIGHTER 





And you, too, can have a glamorous 
complexion! Just start using Black 
and White Bleaching Cream as directed 
and see how fast your skin gets a lighter, 
brighter, softer look. 

Its bleaching action works effectively 
inside your skin. Modern science knows 
no faster way of lightening skin. Be 
sure to start using Black and White 
Bleaching Cream this very day. 


ggg Get Black 





re Fis —_ | and White 
iy 4 Bleaching 
ms \\ Go ‘Nuit "1 Cream at 
i, = ‘\ all drug 
REA counters 


25¢, 49¢, 65¢. 


DEPEND ON 


| PBlbakh andl, White 


FOR SKIN BEAUTY 


100% Human Hair, Individually Hand-Made Ladies’ 


WIG « $45 


Direct from factory, Best quality. Just send us size, 
color with your check by airmail, We shall dispateh to 
you the goods by airparcel right away. Try one and in- 
form your friends that it is the best buy you ever had. 























WIGMEN 
109 Caine Road, HONGKONG 

Extra Quality. 24% x8. 
Made from snapshot, 

rtrait or negative. 30 

returned unharmed). 

2 Free Enlargements ;or"h ending 

(34% x5) (Same pose) and postage 

with a $2.00 order 65 for $2 : — 
GROSS COPY CO., Dept. 1764 
4204 Troost, Kansas City, Mo. 64110 —~slaadaniiieios 


Wm. J. Brandt's 


LIQUID 


EAU 


DENNA 
HAIR 
COLORER 


will cover gray 


minutes so, that 
you uld not 
know at ever was 
gray. It is lis 1 
One applica 
with @ to ah 
or swab does it 
No pack. No meas 


ANYONE CAN PUT IT ON AT HOME 
YOU SAVE TIME AND MONEY 


No one w.ll suepect your hair has heen jyed Leaves 











it soft and justrous—no dead color ) streaker 
SPOTL Not TURN THE HA TAIR anplie “a 
RN 
I¢ will not rub off It stays on » 
Shampooing, sea bathing, sun, pert 
curling or straightening tron—nothing takes it off 
You can cover any gray no matter how stubborn or 


how cuused 
Wonderful for Touching Up 

You can put it on just where needed. Can be used 
over tie or dyes or where powdered henunas have beer 
used es not break the hair, DOES NOT INTER- 
FERE with PERMANENT WAVING Full directions 
in each box in English and Spanish CAUTION Use 
Qs directed on label.’ Colors: Black. Dark Browr 
Medium Brown. Light Brown, Drab, Biond. Auburn 
(in ordering please state color desired Price: per 
ox. 3) cash with order or $3.48 C.0.D, (including 
Federal tax ‘Order through your department store 
drugcist or from us Give full local address Money 
back if not entirely satisfie 


HAIR SPECIALTY CO. 
Dept. E-12 Box 823 Westport, Conn. 


Men as well as en can use Bau Denna to advantage 


tia te tie ti din 











Schoolhouse in Maryland mountains was used as arsenal by John Brown and his men. 
Brown was consumed by the idea of Negro freedom. He believed that God had pre- 


destined him from etemity to root out curse of slavery from the United States. 


GOD’S ANGRY MAN Continued 

As the conspirators approached the bridge leading from Maryland 
into the Ferry, squads fanned out to cut telegraph wires and to capture 
the watchmen. Surprise, the central feature of the plan, served Brown 
well. Without firing a shot, Brown and his men entered the town and 
took command of the arsenal and armory. A crew was then sent a half- 
mile up the Shenandoah to take possession of the rifle works. Another 
crew was sent upcountry to capture Colonel Lewis W. Washington, a 
great-grandnephew of George Washington, and to spread the word 
among the slaves. Always alert to the drama of his cause, Brown 
ordered his men to relieve Colonel Washington of a pistol presented 
to Gen. Washington by Lafayette and a sword which, according to 
legend, was the gift of Frederick the Great to the “Father of his coun- 
try.” By Brown’s specific orders, Colonel] Washington was compelled to 
hand over the sword to the Negro rebel, Anderson. Then Washington 
and several of his slaves, who were told to come and fight for their 
freedom, set out for Harpers Ferry. 

Historians have claimed that few slaves in the sparsely-settled area 
joined the rebellion. But Anderson tells a different story. “On the road,” | 
he said, “we met some colored men, to whom we made known our 
purpose, when they immediately agreed to join us. They said they had 
long been waiting for an opportunity of the kind. [A member of the 
party| then asked them to go around among the colored people and 
circulate the news, when each started off in a different direction. The 
result was that many colored men gathered to the scene of action.” 

Meanwhile, the tempo of events picked up at the Ferry. Several 
townsmen were captured and lodged in the armory; and a free Negro, 
a porter at the train station, was mortally wounded after he failed to 
heed a command to “halt.” It was a bad omen that the first person 
killed by the liberators was a Negro. 


By 1 a.m., on October 17, John Brown and his men were in complete 
command of Harpers Ferry and the surrounding area. But speed was 
essential] to the success of the plan and John Brown, for reasons he 
could never afterwards explain, decided to dawdle. Worse, he made 
several strategic decisions that doomed the raid. With incredible in- 
souciance, he permitted a train to proceed through the town. The net 
result was that word of the raid reached Washington and the capital of 
Virginia almost immediately. After committing this error, Brown, in 
violation of his own plan, retired to the armory and busied himself with 
the complaints and fears of his prisoners. Brown’s aides frantically 
urged him to get on with the raid. But the old man seemed chained to 
the spot. He would say later that God had intervened and that “God’s 
plan was beyond a doubt much better, otherwise I should have held 
to my own.” 

In the hour of battle, this was small comfort to John Brown’s men 
who watched, helplessly, as the Virginia militia shut off all avenues of 
retreat. With the arrival of U. S. Marines, under the command of 
Colonel Robert E. Lee, the trap was closed. Penned in the engine 
house, with his hostages and a handful of survivors, Brown made a last 
stand, But the Marines smashed into the engine house on the morning 
of October 18 and captured John Brown and six survivors. Five mem- 
bers of the party managed to escape and ten, including two of John 
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The battle, however, was far from over and John Brown knew it. 
Had he died in the battle, had his mouth been stopped and his pen 
stilled, he probably would have gone down in history as a demented 
desperado. But by some miracle he survived his wounds and he proved 
to be far more dangerous as an unarmed prisoner than he had ever 
been as an armed rebel. At the very beginning, John Brown the pris- 
oner took charge of his captors. Even his foes marveled at the coolness 
and lucid fire of the man. Looking at him, lying bound and wounded 
on the prison floor, Governor John A. Wise of Virginia, said: “He is 
the gamest man I ever met,” adding: “And they are themselves mis- 
taken who take him to be a madman. He is a bundle of the best nerves 
I ever saw cut and thrust and bleeding and in bonds. He is a man of 
clear head, of courage, fortitude and simple ingenuousness. He is cool. 
collected, indomitable. . . .” 

Despite that fact or perhaps because of it, Wise and his aides rushed 
John Brown and his men to trial on charges of treason, murder, and 
conspiring with slaves to rebel. Though wounded, John Brown was 
carried into court on a pallet to face his accusers. Finally, on November 
2. he was convicted and sentenced to death. Calmly, deliberately, 
Brown rose from his bed of fate and delivered one of the most memor- 
able speeches in courtroom history. 

I have, may it please the Court, a few words to say. 

In the first place, I deny everything but what I have all along 
admitted.—the design on my part to free the slaves... . I 
have another objection; and that is, it is unjust that I should 
suffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner which I 
admit, and which I admit has been fairly proved . . . had I so 
interfered in behalf of the rich, the powerful, the intelligent, 
the so-called great, or in behalf of any of their friends,—either 
father, mother, brother, sister, wife, or children, or any of that 
class,—and suffered and sacrificed what I have in this inter- 
ference, it would have been all right; and every man in this 
court would have deemed it an act worthy of reward rather 
than punishment. 

This court acknowledges, as I suppose, the validity of the 
law of God. I see a book kissed here which I suppose to be the 
Bible, or at least the New Testament. That teaches me that 
all things whatsoever I would that men should do to me, I 
should do even so to them. It teaches me, further, to “remem- 
ber them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” I endeavored 
to act up to that instruction. I say, I am yet too young to under- 
stand that God is any respecter of persons. I believe that to 
have interfered as I have done—as I have always freely ad- 
mitted I have done—in behalf of His despised poor, was not 
wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should 
forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and 
mingle my blood further with the blood of my children and 
with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights 
are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments,—I 
submit; so let it be done! 

John Brown now had thirty days to live, and he used every one of 
them to good purpose. From his cell, he sent to his friends and to his 
family a series of dazzlingly brilliant letters that stirred the hearts of 
millions of Americans. Even his jailer wept as he read the last testa- 
ment of the man who wrote: “I am. besides. quite cheerful, having (as 
I trust) ‘the peace of God, which passeth all understanding’ to ‘rule 
my heart,’ and the testimony (in some degree) of a good conscience 
that I have not lived altogether in vain. I can trust God with both the 
time and the manner of my death, believing as I now do, that for me at 
this time to seal my testimony for God and humanity with my blood 
will do vastly more toward advancing the cause I have earnestly en- 
deavored to promote, than all I have done in my life before.” 

Time and time again, John Brown returned to the idea of sacrifice. 
To a friend, he wrote: “Men cannot imprison, or chain; or hang the 
soul. I go joyfully in behalf of millions that ‘have no rights’. . .” He 
admitted that he had violated the laws of men but said that “whether 
it be right to obey God or men, judge ye.” 

As the hour of his death approached. Brown was overwhelmed by 


|a sense of peace and contentment. “With me,” he said, “all is joy. 


Indeed, he added, “I do not think that I have ever enjoyed life better 


, than since my confinement here.” 


Continued on Page 108 
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COMBO" BOOT 
/\Black Cashmere 
Grain Leather 
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heel 
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fy) Black Smooth 
— Leather and 
Black Suede 
Double- 
Decker heel 
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$999 
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UNIFORMS 


Usher Board, Deaconess, 
Mother of Church, 
Nurses, Missionary, Prayer Bond 


Nylon, Dacron, Cotton, Poplin 
Sizes 5 to 52 
Long, Short and 3% Sleeves 


BADGES FOR USHERS 
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Lowest Prices Available 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG +6 


SPRINGER FASHION UNIFORMS 


701 HSt.,N.E. 65 Whitehall St., $.W. 
Washington 2, D.C. Atlanta 3, Georgia 


MAKERS OF WU-MILE CREME PRESS, 
CURL CREME, PRESSING COMPOUND, 
PRESSING OIL GLOSSINE, BERGAMOT 
CONDITIONER, AND NEW WU-NILE 40.5 





WRITE 7O PEERLESS PROOWCTS COMPANY, 569 JACKSON AV 


1. Quickly numbs the gum tissue for fast relief 
from pain. 2. Soothes inflamed, tender gums 
with calming emollient. 3. Num-Zit’s exclusive 
formula relieves congestion in the gums, re- 
duces teething pain discomfort. 

Recommended by many pediatricians. Avail- 
able at all drug stores. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed or Money Refunded. 
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By Purepac Corp., Makers of 
Famous Prak-T-Kal Vaporizers 
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| clean-shaven Brown. He 
| said 


|suaded that [he was] 


GOD'S ANGRY MAN Continued 

In a final letter, Brown bade members of his family to “be of good 
cheer” “for He doeth all things well.” Then, standing on the edge of 
eternity, he said: “Oh be determined at once to give your whole hearts 
to God . . . & love ye the stranger still. It is ground of the utmost 
| comfort to my mind to know that so many of you as have had the 
opportunity; have given full proof of your fidelity to the great family 
of men. Be faithful until death. . . .” 

Until death, John Brown was faithful. He went on a clear, warm 
Friday—December 2 


1859—to a gallows around which some 1.500 
troops had been massed. John Brown regarded them for a moment. 
curiously. Then he lifted his eyes to the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
words burst from his lips. “This is a beautiful country,” he said. “I 
never had the pleasure of seeing it before.” The sheriff asked him if he 
wanted a private signal before the fatal moment. John Brown re- 
| plied that it did not matter, really, “if only they would not keep 
him waiting too long.” But they kept him waiting, twelve long painful 
minutes while the troops maneuvered into the exact formation. And 
all that time John Brown stood tall and erect as a mountain pine, show- 
| ing his enemies how a brave man dies. At long last, the word came. A 
| sharp blow from the sheriff's hatchet and John Brown’s deed was done. 
Far away, in Massachusetts, Ralph Waldo Emerson saw the scene in 


his mind’s eye and said that John Brown was a “new saint” whose 
martyrdom “will make the gallows as glorious as the cross.” 
John Brown’s death and the later death of his men. two Negroes and 
| four whites, inflamed both the North and the South. Temperatures shot 
up to a dangerous pitch in the North, and an air of panic and anxiety 
gripped the South. Neither in life nor in death could the South shake 
the spirit of the terrible-eyed old man. Before 
had penned a final message to the world. 


going to his death, he 


the crimes of this 
guilty land: will never be purged away; but with Blood, I had 
as I now think: vainly flattered myself that without very much 
bloodshed; it might be done. 
The old man proved to be a disastrously accurate prophet. Within 
two years, Union troops were marching through the heart of the South 


singing: 


I John Brown am now quite certain that 


John Brown’s body lies a-mouldering in the grave 
But his soul goes marching on. 


Steel-tipped determination 
is reflected in portrait of 
that he was “per- 
worth inconceivably more 


to hang than for any other 





purpose. 
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